
PENN TOWNSHIP 

PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

 

DATE & TIME:  November 1, 2023   7:00 PM 

 

ATTENDANCE: 

 

 

Members:  Frederick Hammond 

 Linda Brown 

 Skylar Gingrich 

 Cullen Ketcham 

 Steve Engle, via Zoom 

 

Staff: Jennifer Tulonen, Penn Township Planner 

 Brent Lied, Penn Township Engineer 

 

Others:   Alex Piehl, RGS 

 Gary Gaissert, PRVC 

 

Call to Order 

Hammond called the meeting to order at 7:00pm and lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Approval of Minutes – October 2, 2023. On a motion from Ketcham and a second from Gingrich, the October 2, 

2023 minutes were approved on a unanimous vote. 

 

Discussion Items 

 

23-010: Pleasant View Retirement Communities – Hershey Tract with waivers requested  

 

Alex P. with RGS presented on behalf of the applicant.  

 

The Pleasant View Retirement Communities (PVRC) main campus is located at 544 North Penryn Road, Manheim, PA 

17545 in the RM – Medium Density Residential Zoning District. The Hershey Tract within the campus fronts on North 

Penryn Road (T-560) and Hickory Lane (T-858). The Hershey Tract is surrounded by the existing Pleasant View Main 

Campus, residential and agricultural uses. The site in current condition has been cropland. Alex P. explained PVRC’s 

Hershey Tract proposal includes 86 cottages, proposed private drives, associated parking, sidewalks and a trail system 

along N. Penryn Road. Access to the proposed project will be via an entrance on N. Penryn Road across from Cambridge 

Drive and via an entrance on Hickory Lane. Proposed stormwater facilities (both surface and subsurface) will be located 

around the proposed cottages as well as two large surface facilities at the low point of the site along Hickory Lane. The 

proposed drives will be privately owned and maintained by Pleasant View Communities. Public sewer and water will be 

provided to the units via utilities existing in N. Penryn Road. Prior to attending the Planning Commission meeting, PVRC 

filed and received a special exception from the Penn Township Zoning Hearing Board for the project. 

 

Some questions were raised by the Planning Commission on the configuration of PVRC’s main access drive regarding 

safety and general motorists. PVRC and the Township are working internally alongside this project to identify 

improvements. Additional comments related to safety and speed issues along Hickory Lane, and slope of some of the 

property identified for stormwater features.  

 

The Planning Commission discussed upcoming plans and meetings related to Zoning Hearing Board and upcoming 

applications. 

 

Adjournment 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:38 pm through a motion by Ketcham seconded by Gingrich, approved 5 to 0. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Jennifer Tulonen 

 


