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Adopted in late 2018, the 2019 budget has no millage rate increase.
At 1.4326 mills, a $200,000 property pays $287 a year, about 79 cents
a day. For that you get police; fire; EMS; road, pipe, and bridge
work; plowing-salting; stormwater management; parks; building
code; zoning; planning; grants; property maintenance; right-toknow; partnerships; and the administration that makes those
possible – finance, bookkeeping, insurance, records management,
and help with questions. The budget is a plan that reflects our
commitment to effectively and efficiently provide township services:
responsibly enhance our infrastructure, protect natural resources,
manage appropriate rates of development, meet funded and
unfunded mandates, and embrace our organizational mission to
preserve and respect our past while building and sustaining a better
long-term future for our community. Despite having contracted pay
increases of about 3.5 percent, the Northern Lancaster County Police
Department is charging each participating township a modest 2.4
percent increase, largely due to sound financial management at the
NLCRPD. With police costing our township about 33
percent of our general
fund and as
our single
biggest spending item, this
helps keep our budget
balanced.

How does the
Township get paid?
Tax revenues are expected to
increase a bit from 2018 in property, realty
transfer, (cont’d on pg 2)

NO TAX INCREASE!!!
2019 millage rate remains
the same as last year at
1.4326 mills

A word from the Township Manager… (cont’d from pg 1)
local services, and earned income. We are fortunate to have increasing earned income tax revenues. Some
municipalities and school districts are expecting decreases as their populations age, more retire, and fewer work.
Unfunded mandates, on the other hand, including MS4 stormwater management, continue to absorb more and
more of the township’s finances. Nevertheless, our pension plan is well-funded and we continue to invest
substantial funds in road, bridge, pipe,
and related work – to the tune of almost
$1 million. This includes work supporting
a new traffic signal at Fruitville Pike and
Temperance Hill Road. A developer is to
pay for and install the signal. The
Township continues to increase its
investment in fire and emergency medical
services in 2019, knowing that these
essential duties are facing financial and
other challenges.

Public Sewer & Water Fees?
Public sewer and public water fees are
unchanged. Our sewer and water systems
are run by our vendor, Inframark – at a
high level of regulatory compliance. The
municipal authority’s engineer, Becker
Engineering, helps these systems run
effectively and plan for the future even as
we face increased needs.
The 2019 budget can be accessed online at
https://penntwplanco.org/government/
township-budget/. If you have any
questions regarding the 2019 budget or
have additional questions or concerns
related to any other matter, please do not
hesitate to contact Mark Hiester,
Township Manager, at (717) 665-4508 or
via email at manager@penntwplanco.org.

You can now register to vote through the Pennsylvania Department of State’s online
application. Before you begin, be sure to have your Pennsylvania driver’s license or
PennDOT ID card handy. If you don’t have either of these, there are other options.
Once you submit your online application, it will be forwarded to the appropriate
county voter registration office for processing.
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Richard “Dick” M. Shellenberger, 72
Richard “Dick” M. Shellenberger, 72, of Manheim, went home to be with his Lord and Savior on Monday, January 21,
2019. He was the faithful husband of Pamela (Givler) Shellenberger for 41 years.
Dick was a 1964 graduate of Lancaster Mennonite School. His post-secondary education consisted of the Ice Cream
Short Course from Penn State University and a Training and Leadership Certificate from Dale Carnegie Institute. He
helped to teach courses for the institute in the early 1970s. Throughout his career, Dick worked in food service
management as well as local government positions. He was the General Manager for Kreider Farms Retail Division
and served as past president of National Ice Cream Retailers Association in 1992. Dick had been appointed by PA
Governor Milton Shapp as a PA Dairy Promotion Board Member. He was the owner of the Eatery at Granite Run.
From 2004 to 2008, he served as Lancaster County Commissioner and more recently as Penn Township Supervisor,
serving as a board member for the Lititz Recreation Center. Dick served as a Republican Committeeman since the
‘90s. He was a current board member of the Lancaster County Conservation District, plant manager at Hy-Line
International and member of the East Petersburg Rotary. Most recently Dick was employed by Esh Foods, LLC in
Gordonville as Human Resource director.
Dick was a man of great faith and was a member of Calvary Church where he previously served as the Adult Sunday School Superintendent, was a
member of the church choir, the Building Committee Chairman for the new Calvary Church building, and a member of the Moldova missions ministry
team. Dick was an avid outdoorsman who enjoyed deer and turkey hunting and was a member of the Garden Spot Hunting Club. He also loved
snowmobiling and boating at Raystown Lake.
In addition to his wife, Pamela, Dick is survived by two children: Melissa (Eric) Jeanes; and Richard “Richie” (Allison) Shellenberger; grandchildren:
Katie, Thomas, Reese, Lincoln, Gavin, and Caleb; and siblings: Donald (Ann) Shellenberger; Eileen (Donald) Detweiler; Henry (Joan)Shellenberger;
and Harold (Cindy) Shellenberger. He was predeceased by his parents Shelley and Margaret (Miller) Shellenberger.
A Celebration of Life Service was held on Saturday, January 26, 2019 at Calvary Church.

As we all know, the past year we’ve experienced rain and snow melt amounts well over the typical annual average. As a result, you may
have had water in your basement or ponding on your property. Large grass detention basins and swales designed to withstand 100 year
storms were filled to overflowing during more than one storm event.
Stormwater facilities are structures that capture, transport, slow down, or retain rain and snowmelt that flows over the ground.

As water flows, it picks up trash, debris, sediment,
mud and other stormwater pollutants that clog
stormwater facilities. Proper maintenance is
essential to prolong the life of the facility, prevent
failure and expensive repairs, and reduce water
pollution.

PENN TOWNSHIP PUBLIC WORKS
2019 PROPOSED ROADWAY PROJECTS
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Volunteers Needed – Tree Planting and Stream Restoration
Saturday, April 6 - 9am-12pm – Penn Township Sustainability Park
Do you love getting outdoors, helping the environment,
or volunteering in your community?
Volunteers are needed to help Penn Township and the
Penn State Greening the Lower Susquehanna program to
continue restoring the stream that runs through the
Sustainability Park on Doe Run Rd. Last fall, volunteers
helped plant over 200 trees at this site. This spring we
will supplement these trees using a restoration
practice known as live staking. We will be
planting dormant dogwood and willow tree stems directly
into the eroding stream banks where they will grow into
new trees and create a network of roots to hold the banks
together.
Don’t worry, we start out with a quick lesson for all volunteers so that everyone can take part in this fun activity. We
will be wading in a shallow stream so waterproof boots will be required. There may be mud or silt on the stream
bottom, so balance
may be required to
maneuver the less-thanfirm ground.
If you are interested in
helping with this project,
please register by
contacting Kristen Kyler
at klk343@psu.edu or
717-948-6609. (Exact
meeting locations will be
provided to all
registrants, along with all
of the details you need
to prepare for the
events.)
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Think Spring… and SUMMER!
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What is a plot plan, and why is it required to be submitted with a permit application?
A plot or site plan is a detailed drawing of a property that shows the dimensions of the lot and all existing and proposed buildings and structures (sheds,
decks, patios, sidewalks, driveway, pool, ag building, greenhouse, etc). It also shows actual distances of the proposed building or structure from lot lines
and other features on the property (ie. features are easements, septic systems, and wells). Plot plans allow the Township to determine if the proposed
project meets the requirements for setbacks, lot coverage and distances from the features mentioned above. If a plot plan is inaccurate or one hasn’t
been submitted with a permit application, construction on the proposed project may be delayed. If you have questions about a plot plan or a proposed
project, please call the Township.
Depending on the nature of your project, zoning, building, sewage disposal, stormwater, or other permits may be required.
Driveway permits are required for the installation of a new driveway as well as repaving or widening an existing driveway.

Northwest EMS
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***NOTE: To receive or unsubscribe to the quarterly newsletter, write to secretary@penntwplanco.org with the subject “Newsletter”.
Penn Township privacy policy: We collect no personally identifiable information unless you voluntarily supply it.
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