
Community Conservation 

Community Conservation Committee: 
Lydia Martin, Director of Education, Lancaster County Conservancy  

Fritz Schroeder, Director of Urban Greening, Lancaster County Conservancy 
Wendy Brister, Harvey’s Gardens & MAEscapes 

Greg Wilson, Community Advocate & Donegal Trout Unlimited 
Steve Sahd, Community Advocate & Business Owner 

 

Caring for our LAND, our WATER, and our COMMUNITY  

Lancaster County 

3 Major Conservation Concerns  
& 5 Action Steps You Can Take 



3 Major Conservation Concerns 

1. Habitat Loss 
2. Invasive Species 
3. Degraded Water Resources 

population growth & pressure 

invasive species 

polluted & poor water quality 

Conestoga Creek 

spotted  
lantern fly 



HABITAT LOSS 40 million acres of lawn 

exotic plants & overuse of lawn 

4 million miles of  
paved surfaces 

monoculture crops 

Expansion of development & 
energy infrastructure 
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Source: Lancaster Online, December 2016 

“Lancaster County’s farmland provides environmental 
benefits worth more than $676 million annually” 



Check out this website: http://enviroatlas.epa.gov/enviroatlas/Ecosystems 

1. What does Lancaster County 
contribute in ecological 
services? 
 Benefits of forests & 

natural areas to clean 
our waterways & 
improve air quality for 
healthier communities 

 Enhancing native 
pollinator habitat to 
support a safe & stable 
food supply 

2. How do we protect & 
preserve our natural 
resources to grow our 
economy & address 
anticipated population 
pressure? 

Return on Environment  
WE NEED LOCAL INFORMATION: 



University of Illinois 

FOODS DEPENDENT ON BEE POLLINATION SERVICES  

Photo Credit: Our Habitat Garden 

Photo Credit: Pacific Horticulture 



By the Numbers Important Notes 

1969 Founded by Sportsmen 

46 Nature Preserves 

6,000+ Acres Protected  

67 Conservation Easements 

40+ Miles of Trails 

35+ Miles of Waterways 

2,700 Conservancy Members 

15% Woodland Remaining in Lancaster County 

$0 Charge to Use Preserves 

365 Days a Year Preserves Open 

Lancaster County Conservancy 
A private, non profit conservation organization  



Protecting and restoring natural landscapes 

Photos: Lydia Pease/Lydia Martin 

Supports our local food webs 



INVASIVE 
SPECIES 
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https://www.fs.fed.us/projects/four-threats/key-messages/invasive-species.shtml  

Chestnut blight  Japanese barberry Tree of heaven 

Emerald ash borer  

Spotted lanternfly 
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Chestnut Blight was discovered in PA in 1908 
 

In 1909, the value of the American Chestnut was  

$20 million 
(Today, that number would be closer to $500 million with inflation) 

Invasive Pathogens 



Invasive Plant Species 
Ex:  Japanese Barberry & Burning Bush 

50,000 or more, non-native species  
have been introduced into the United States since European settlers arrived  

– Kaufman & Kaufman 



Nationwide  
invasive plants cover about  

133 million acres 

Source: USDA Forest Service, "Destroying the Silent Invaders," p. 2.  

Japanese  
honeysuckle vine 

Japanese knotweed Asian honeysuckle 
bushes 

Ornamental pears 

Garlic mustard Japanese barberry 

Tree of Heaven 



Spotted Lantern Fly 
 An invasive plant hopper that hosts 

on invasive tree of heaven  

 Found in 2014 in Berks County & 
spreading to other counties 

 Potential damage to the U.S. 
agricultural crops like apples, grapes 
& hardwoods may exceed $18 
billion according to Pennsylvania 
Agriculture 

 

Emerald Ash Borer 
 More than 180 ash trees have been 

removed in Lancaster City 

 Found in 62 of PA’s 67 counties 

 Trees in Lancaster City mitigate 1 
million gallons of stormwater annually 

 Potential damage to the U.S. economy 
may exceed $10 billion across the 25 
affected states 

 300 million ash trees in PA are 
threatened by this insect 

Invasive Tree of Heaven is the host 
plant for Spotted Lanternfly  Invasive Insects 



DEGRADED 
WATER 

RESOURCES 
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Of more than 1,400 
miles of streams and 

creeks, the 
Pennsylvania 

Department of 
Environmental 

Protection (DEP) 

estimates nearly  
50% of streams & 

creeks are impaired or 
polluted.  

http://lancasterwatersheds.org/  

http://lancasterwatersheds.org/
http://lancasterwatersheds.org/


Climbers Run Wildlife Habitat & Stream 
Restoration Project – Martic Township 

Lititz Run Stream Restoration - Warwick Township 

Restoration 
is critical but 
not enough 

each individual, 
business, & 

organization can 
make a difference 

 

Volunteer in your 
watershed 



Penn Manor students learn about macroinvertebrates 

July 1,  2015 

Water Quality Volunteer Coalition (WQVC) teaching children and 
adults about water testing at Climbers Run 

Leaf packs are so cool! 

Creek snorkeling… 

supporting biodiversity = better quality of life 

SUPPORT LAND CONSERVATION & 
WATERSHED EDUCATION 



Five Action Steps You Can Take 

1. Support your conservation partners who protect 
land & water resources for our community 

2. Share resources & events with your communities 

3. Apply for grant funding to help with your 
municipal projects 

4. Protect & preserve your own natural areas & 
plant native plants to support biodiversity & 
pollinator conservation 

5. Encourage your community members to 
volunteer in their watershed 



             Support community conservation partners 
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June 6-9, 2018  
@ Millersville 

University 

Lancaster County Conservancy 

June 1 – 9, 2018 

             Share resources with your communities 
2 



Photo: Lydia Martin 

Susquehanna Riverlands Conservation Landscape mini grants (specific to municipalities along river) 

http://www.lancasterconservancy.org/about/susquehanna-riverlands-program/   
 
DCNR Grants  
https://www.grants.dcnr.state.pa.us/dashboard/grants   
 
Water Week  
https://www.lancasterwaterweek.org/water-week-grants/grants   

                  Apply for grant funding 
3 Pollinators like this  

bumble bee on native 
blue false indigo 
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 Preserve your own natural areas 
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Plant a diversity of plants especially native trees, shrubs & perennials 
that are host plants & that support pollinator diversity! 

www.dcnr.pa.gov/Conservation/WildPlants/LandscapingwithNativePlants 



Volunteer in your watershed 
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Remove invasive species, plant more native plants, cleanup trash, 
help monitor water quality…teach others to care! 



“Think what we could do if we made conservation a 
conscious goal of our landscape. It’s an extremely powerful 
tool.” -Doug Tallamy 

Thank you! 
Wendy Brister & Community Conservation Committee 

Pollinators like this 
monarch butterfly on 

native swamp milkweed 


