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PENN INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY OFF AND RUNNING 
 

In July 2014, the Penn Industrial Development Authority (Penn IDA) commenced business with its first 
board meeting.  The inaugural meeting capped the preparatory efforts that date back over a year, including 
the Township Board of Supervisorsõ enactment of Ordinance No. 2013-06 in December 2013 to create the IDA.  
Penn IDA was organized under the Economic Development Financing Law with the intent to promote 
economic development in and around Penn Township. Although not a lender, the IDA can act as a conduit for 
tax-exempt financing for qualified industrial projects or not-for-profit entities' construction projects.       
 

The Township formed a strategic partnership with the EDC Finance Corporation (EDCF) to guide the 
Authority and connect potential users of IDA financing with the body.  EDCF was established by the 
Economic Development Company of Lancaster County to provide Lancaster County businesses access to 
state and local economic development incentive financing programs.  Although the stimulation of industrial 
development through federal tax-free financing may have complex standards and qualifiers, the philosophy of 
offering another tool for job growth is straightforward.  Navigation through the qualifications is one strength 
that EDCF brings to the partnership, as is their broad knowledge of other financing programs that has 
successfully helped bring deals together. 
 

Another initiative of EDCF has been to find a Lancaster County-based IDA for the Next Generation Farmer 
Loan Program transactions.  Currently, Lancaster County farmers looking to use this financing avenue often 
work with EDCF staff and the Lancaster County Commissioners but end up using a Chester County-based 
IDA to approve these applications.  This new strategic partnership could keep most of these deals in 
Lancaster County.  Due to this collaboration, Penn IDA has the ability to foster industrial job growth as well 
as help the next generation of farmers obtain financing for agricultural land and operations.      

 

      Members of the Penn IDA Board 
 

Thomas Kifolo, Chair 
Seth Obetz, Vice Chair 
Mark Stivers, Secretary 
Richard Toews, Treasurer 
Justin Evans 

Visit the Penn IDA page on the Township Website at: 
http://www.penntwplanco.org/2229/Penn-Industrial-Development-Authority 

http://www.penntwplanco.org/2229/Penn-Industrial-Development-Authority


 

 

 

AGRICULTURAL SECURITY AREA REVIEW COMPLETED; CHANGES ADOPTED 
 

On Monday, July 28, 2014, the Penn Township Board of Supervisors completed the Seven-Year Review of the 
Agricultural Security Area (ASA).  As part of the review, several changes were adopted at the request of 
landowners.  Five farms totaling 144 acres were added, while the Manheim Auto Auction property was 
removed.  According to Township records, only 106 acres of the Auction site was in the ASA (the former 
Cassel farm) so these changes result in a net increase of about 38 acres.   

 

A special òThank Youó goes out to the landowners within the 
ASA, the petitioners, and the Townshipõs Agricultural 
Security Area Advisory Committee for playing important 
roles in the review.    

Adopted Changes to the Penn Township 
Agricultural Security Area: 

 

Additionsñ 
 

1906 Airy Hill Road 
383 Elm Road 
404 Elm Road 
598 White Oak Road 
775 White Oak Road 
 

Removalñ 
 

1190 Lancaster Road 
 

Current Total Area in ASA: ±5,092 acres 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY INFORMATION AVAILABLE ONLINE 
 

The Penn Township website has a new page that is home to a variety of safety tips and information.  
Currently, there are four tips provided by the Northern Lancaster County Regional Police Department to help 
improve your awareness of safety-related topics.  We anticipate adding to this page as more of these helpful 
pieces become available from the police department or other reputable sources.  In addition to gaining access 
via the hyperlink below, the page can be found under the Residents & Businesses heading in the Northern 
Lancaster  County Regional Police Dept. section. 
 

Topics posted on the Public Safety Information page include   
¶ Vacation Crime Prevention Tips 
¶ Wildlife Safety TipñBear Awareness 
¶ Internet Safety 
¶ Crime Prevention TipñDate Rape 

 

Visit the Public Safety Information page on the Township Website at: 
http://www.penntwplanco.org/2228/Public-Safety-Information 

 

NEED TO GET RID OF LEAVES, CLIPPINGS, & GRASS FROM 
YOUR YARD? 

 

Although we do not have a municipal drop-off site at this time, Penn Valley Farm 
Quality Compost located at 952 Temperance Hill Road accepts some yard waste 
materials for recycling.  For more information, contact Robert Keller at                      
(717) 665-7462. 

http://www.penntwplanco.org/2228/Public-Safety-Information


 

 

 

IMPROVING INTERSECTION SAFETY IN PENN TOWNSHIP 
 

Traffic safety is highly important to Penn Township and our Public Works Department.  Maintaining the 
public roads and the storm drainage system is a critical function of the municipality.  Intersections often 
prove to be the most dangerous parts of the roadway network, primarily because of the conflicting traffic 
patterns and turning movements from one road to another. 
 

Vegetation can be an impediment to vehicles, bicyclists, and pedestrians having adequate visibility of cross-
street traffic.  While rows of corn, hedges, and large trees are valued in our community, they can obstruct 
these sight lines when located too close to an intersection.  Providing adequate clear sight triangles is critical 

to the safety of all users, so we ask that property 
owners  at roadway and railroad intersections  
ensure that vegetation or other objects do not 
obscure these important sight lines. 
 

Here are some recommended tips to improve 
safety at intersections: 
 

¶ Instead of hedgerows and trees, try 
planting plants and shrubs that stay 
lower than 36ó in height. 

¶ Plant lower-growing crops like soybeans 
near corners rather than taller crops like 
corn directly in the sight lines. 

¶ As always, DRIVE CAREFULLY and stay 
alert when driving, biking, or walking. Source: Federal Highway Administration 

Hosted by State Representative Mindy Fee: 


